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Thursday, February 9, 1956

H

tory of Coundil
“Churches

, By Isai)el Sibilio

5 first m‘cetmg of church
1entatlves to form an inter-
3 council was held Feb. 14,
At the mcehng were The Rev.
i drs. Allen Jncobs, The Rev.
-y Child,. The Rev. F. Grant,
Anme W:lhnms, Mrs. L. Wy-

| Mrs Paul: 'Peterson, Mr. and

Gllbcrt ch10n, Mrs. H. Hol-
and H. L.[Tinker. Previously
had been Umon Services on
nal Day ,and Thanksgwmg'
’8«'!1 OncI of the first proj-
|scnssed was a canvass of the
.to list fatpmes or different
~1 aff:hatlo 1s. This was hand-
1 to the M ssachusetts Bible
'jv, who colild not undertake

‘ysk. In ﬂid post few years

a similar project has been on the
hooks, this time with local people
doing the job. It is hoped that it
will be accomplished soon. Also
voted on in 1932 was that the col-
lection at the Union Services be
given to the Council.

In July of that ycar Mrs. Hol-
way gave a dramatic rcading of
“The Wandercer” at the Unitarian
Parish House and raised §21 for
the Council. The' offering at the
Thanksgiving Service was $8.10

to compare with the $53.60 in 1955.

On Nov. .11, 1936, The Rev.
Jacobs invited the Council and other
members of the community to 2a
New Year's Eve Service. The new-
ly installed clectric lights were to
be used for the first time at that
service.

The Gouneil continued to hold
Union Services, adding a Palm
Sunday Evening Scrvice in 1933-
42. The Council was responsible
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sponsibility but;%
~il was once :
the service .t
three mlmstcrs ﬁ
the Catholic C]

k ove i the re-
: 952 tlle Coun-

&8:“

]

':n charge with
‘ Illg%ffSchool

partig:patmg

Yopiht zﬁllu e

Each Fcbrun!%hhc Councxl held
a Youth Rallyv. s attendance in
2937 was 100 h Afollow{ng year
there was a ba e ) torin but a
minister brnve storm; coming
from Providenge R I. fHe re-
ceived $5 for:
an epedemic
tendance low... {

There was a' ;) ol '
mas Tree in 1 91 Whlch :wns dis-
continued dun g
Council spons ;!
days during ; th
Sunday .vesper,

}1 bus n Sun.-
fas ximtxonmg
c on’ C;\ptmn s
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ed in 1940. In 1942 the Counecil
held movies during the summer and
netted $195.35. This was divided
among the three churches, St.
John's, Pilgrim and First Church.

The West Duxbury Methodist
was asked to join the Council in
1949. The Rev. Walter Forrved ac-
cepted but only one person came
to meetings held a few times until
1953. There was some discussion
of the Council sponsoring a news.
paper in 1949. This was never
acted upon becouse John Cutler
launched the Duxbury Clipper in
“| May of 1950.

The Christmas Eve Servico
chowed its best in 1949, when GO0t
persons attended the service spon-
sored by the Council, the Roman
Catholic Church, the Recreation
Committee, and the Duxbury Pub-
lic Schools. In 1953 a Community

the result of work done by the
Council, with gifts from any of
the local clubs and orgamzat,ons
l.n Duxbury. In 1955 the Council
Joined with the PTA for the
Christmas program.

The first World Day of Prayer
Service in Duxbury was held in
February, 1950, with Mrs, J, An-
derson Lord as chairman, These
services have continued each year
with the women from the four
churches partxcxpatmg.

The Council sponsored a Vaca.
tion Bible School in 1950 ang two
other years. The Council helq a
special service in September, 1952,
in observance of the publishing of
the Revised Standard, Version of
thé Holy Bible.

Christmas Tree held at DHS was



Unitod Fair

A United Church Fair was first
suggested by Mrs. Richard Lewis
in Scplember, 1951, and becamo
an actuality in December, 19562, all
the Old Town Iall, This I'air has
been held cach yecar since, once
more at the Old Town Hall and
then in the auditorium of the Ele-
mentary School. The third year -
the West Duxbury Church joined
the ranks of the Council in earn-
est and took a part in the Fair
that year.

More Progress

In 1054 the first meecting of the
ministers and Sunday School Sup-
erintendents was held to discuss
the possibility of a film strip 1li-
brary and a joint mecting of all
the Sunday School teachers. The
first meeting of the Sunday Schoob
tenchers was held in January,
1955, and was followed in January,
1056, by a second one. This time
the topic for discussion was the
use of film strips for in Deccmber,
1955, the Council, with the help of
the churches, purchased over $100
worth of film strips.

The by-laws were revised in
| Tune, 1955, as the nced for more
| complete by-laws wus feit by tho
Council which had grown and be-
come so aclive.

Each year the Council donatcs
to various worth-while activitics.
The first such project was sending
uan under-privileged child to camp-
in 1937, In 1940 the Council gave
its first gift outside of Duxbury—
to China Relief. In 1949 they gave
their first regular contribution to
the Massachusetts Council of
Churches. In the past five years
the Council has continued to give
to the Massachusetts Council, the
General Theological Library, and
the Protestant Guild for the Blind.
It also gave a generous gilt to-
wards the building of a chapel at
the State Forestry Camp in South
Carver.



